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of uniting together the scattered forces of the Maratha chiefs in
his neighbourhood, and thereby securing that general protection
and toleration which past experience showed could not otherwise
be ensured.
When this preliminary task was accomplished without blood-
shed, and with the consent of all parties concerned, Shivaji foand
himself forced into a conflict with the power of the Bijapur kings,
who first treacherously imprisoned his father, and sent emissaries
to surprise and capture him, and afterwards tried to crush him by
a series of invasions led by the most distinguished commanders
in Bijapur service. This conflict with Bijapur formed the second
period in the story of his life, and extended over ten years, at the
end of which time, Shivaji succeeded in dictating   his own terms
and establishing his power more firmly than ever over a larger
extent of territory than had come under his influence before the
war commenced. The dominant idea was still the same, of self-
defence and of nationalizing the movement. The success he achiev-
ed in this second period brought him into contact with the Moghul
invaders of the Deccan* and the story of this struggle with the
Moghul power constitutes the main interest of his life during the
third period, which commenced with 1662, and ended about 1672
with    the victories which secured from the Moghul Emperor    a
full and formal recognition of the new Maratha power. The fourth
and the last period commences with the coronation in 1674 and
ends with his death. His life and character are best studied in this
the last period of what may be regarded as the full fruition of all
his hopes and ambitions, and he should be judged by the principles
of action and the system of Government to which he then gave
effect. He never lost sight of the main aim of his policy.    Self-
protection from his neighbours developed into self-defence against
the Moslem powers. His sole aim was the union of the scattered
elements of Maratha power, though the sphere of this unifying
influence was gradually increased. He had no quarrel with the
Bijapur kings, or with the Moghul Emperors, so long as they
confined themselves to their own proper spheres of action in   the
Karnatik and North India, and did not make aggressive warfare
with a view to subjugate Western Maharashtra. In fact, he extend-
ed his protection to the Golconda kings who ruled in Telangana
and also materially helped the kings of Bijapur to repel the attack
made by the Moghuls upon that kingdom. As regards the Delhi
Emperors, he was prepared to be their dependant vassal, if they
would let his country alone^ With this view he went all the way
to Delhi to make his submission, and even after he had been
treacherously put in confinement, he consented to an armistice*